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A prerequisite for mosque design is that the style of architecture should reflect its purpose, and incorporate
both the tangible and intangible features. The former includes the main prayer hall, the mihrab (a
semicircular niche), mimbar (pulpit), dikka (muezzin s platform), water troughs and various embellishments
like arabesque geometric ornaments, colourful tiles and Quranic verses; the latter covers what is regarded as
the seven principles of Islamic architecture unity, respect, sincerity, knowledge, balance, modesty and
remembrance. An archetype model usually features a rectangular compound with minarets and a central
dome topping a main prayer hall facing the direction of the Ka'aba. The shape and size of a mosque is also,
inevitably, determined by the limitations of building materials and architectural knowledge. The colossal
Masjid - Selected Mosques from the Islamic World is a celebration of the evolution and the refinement of
mosque architecture throughout history and the world. The most apparent function of a mosque is as a place
of prayer for Muslims, in addition to other multiple functions such as a centre of learning, a school to teach
children about the Quran, a library and a place where local people got together and exchanged information,
and a sanctuary where weary wayfarers may rest. The early mosques also served as a stronghold for Muslim
political power. The word mosque, according to the book s author Azim Aziz, is derived from the French
mosque e which in turn is derived from the Spanish mezquita. The Spanish term is a translation of the Arabic
masdjid which originated from the Aramaic masgedha. As its title would indicate, Masjid - Selected
Mosques from the Islamic World, compiles within its 800-plus pages, the various mosques from around the
world, accompanied by hundreds of sumptuous exterior and interior photographs, architectural drawings
(including original 3D and CAD drawings), floor plans, satellite maps, histories and architectural
descriptions. Many of the mosques were chosen to be featured due to their design relevance in history and
their various architectural styles: Arabian, West Africa/Sahara, Fatimid, Moorish, Mamluk, Iran & Central
Asia, Timurid, Indian or Mughal, Anatolia and Ottoman, Chinese, Southeast Asia, Early Modern, Post
Modern, Late Modernist and Sustainable Green. A total of 112 mosques from around the world are featured,
beginning with the earliest, the Al-Masjid Al-Haram in Makkah (Mecca) and concluding with several
interesting futuristic models.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

This book untitled Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Kevin Porter:

The e-book untitled Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World is the book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Linda Cooper:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Kelly Jackson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World can give
you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Masjid - Selected Mosques From The Islamic World.
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