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The world of Mary Russell, apprentice-turned-partner of the great detective Sherlock Holmes, has long
fascinated her followers. Over the course of ten Memoirs and a number of short stories, Russell has revealed
much about her life—but far more has gone unexplored.
Filled with new and original material, The Mary Russell Companion helps to close that gaping chasm of
ignorance. With lavish illustrations and a firm commitment to academic formalities, the Companion serves
as a guide to all things Russell.
First and foremost, it is an Entertainment. Fun and informative essays alternate with the words of Miss
Russell herself, with supplemental material that appears here in print for the first time.
Second, it is an aid to scholarship. Key elements of the Memoirs are brought together in one place: maps of
Russell’s travels, a detailed chronology of the books, biographies of the central players (those known to
Arthur Conan Doyle, those known to the world at large, and those seen exclusively in the Russell Memoirs),
and reviews of this remarkable woman’s extraordinary set of skills: all that is known about Russell’s history
through the first ten of her Memoirs.
In the interest of scrupulous scholarship, the first two chapters of The Beekeeper’s Apprentice are given a
close and detailed series of annotations with the assistance of the Crime world’s preeminent Annotator,
Leslie S. Klinger, focusing on everything from a description of gorse to an analysis of the number of times
Sherlock Holmes laughs, chuckles, and expresses amusement in the Conan Doyle stories.
Beyond a compilation of facts, however, the Companion aims at context and analysis, with commentaries on
many aspects of Mary Russell’s life. Is Russell a feminist? What are her thoughts about God? Why did she
choose Laurie R. King as an agent to publish the Memoirs—and what does she think about their being called
“novels” “by” Laurie R. King? How do Russell’s thoughts and experiences intersect with those of her
literary agent, and how much did King borrow from Miss Russell’s academic work when it came to writing
her Master’s Thesis?
Yes, there’s even a discreet chapter on the Russell-Holmes love life.
A floor plan of the Sussex house Russell shares with Sherlock Holmes and Mrs Hudson is joined by a review
of what generations of Holmes scholars have said about its location. There are three interviews between Miss
Russell and her literary agent, one of which, new for the Companion, celebrates the twentieth anniversary of
the first Russell/King collaboration, The Beekeeper’s Apprentice. There are even recipes contributed by Mrs
Hudson, and her musings on the comparative stimulants of tea and coffee in the Holmes household.
Until Miss Russell chooses to pen her own Companion, The Mary Russell Companion is the definitive guide
to the world of Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gray:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Mary Russell Companion will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Gary Lewis:

The reason? Because this The Mary Russell Companion is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Zachary Connors:

The Mary Russell Companion can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Mary Russell Companion nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Mohammed Strohl:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. The Mary Russell Companion can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.
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