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An important and strikingly beautiful book about the sacred Hindu practice of threshold drawing!

In the Hindu world-view, threshold is a profoundly important concept that represents a passage between one
space and place and another, creating a visual bridge between the secular and the sacred. Accordingly, the
literal threshold a person crosses when entering and exiting a home or business symbolizes the threshold one
crosses between the physical and spiritual realms of existence. Hindus have long believed it is possible to
affect a person's well-being by using diagrams to sanctify the "threshold space." The diagrams do so by
"trapping" ill will, evil, bad luck, or negative energy within their colorful and elaborate configurations,
thereby cleansing those who traverse the space and sending them on their way with renewed spirit, positive
energy, and good luck and fortune.

The creation of the threshold diagrams is steeped in Indian history and culture going back thousands of
years. Practiced by women, it was long considered a vernacular art. But, as this pioneering book reveals, the
diagrams represent highly sophisticated mathematical and cosmological underpinnings that have been
handed down from one generation of women to the next. As India has modernized and rapidly become more
urban, however, more Indian women have acquired more complicated lives, allowing less time to continue
the practice of threshold drawing and relying, increasingly, on homogenized pattern books. And so a long-
standing and critically important expression of Indian life, religion, and culture is becoming less common to
the point the tradition is threatened.

Across the Threshold of India reveals, the story of the threshold drawings for the first time, history of how
the threshold drawings evolved, what they have meant and represent in Indian and Hindu culture, and how
the practice became a high form of vernacular art for religious and everyday life. By combining her
unforgettable photographs?most of which are in the permanent collection of the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts, the nation's foremost research center for Indian culture and art?with the most recent
scholarship on the history and art of the threshold drawings, Martha A. Strawn has given the world a unique
and enduring gift. Her book is a work of visual ecology that perceptively portrays one of India's and the
world's longest and least-known religious practices?the art of sanctifying space through the creation of
threshold diagrams.

By presenting the most recent scholarship on the history and art of the threshold drawings and combining
that engaging tale with her wonderful fine-art and documentary photographs, Martha Strawn has given the
world a unique and enduring gift: a work of visual ecology that perceptively portrays one of India's and the
world's longest and least-known religious practices: the art of sanctifying space through threshold drawings.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Avis:

This Across the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Across the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Across the
Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Across
the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Dorothy Delarosa:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Across
the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture.

Dave Edwards:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Across the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all
of you.

Sandra Romero:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be Across the Threshold of India: Art, Women, and Culture. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking



way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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