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Most Americans would never willingly revisit their high school experiences; the nation’s school systems
reflect the broader society’s hierarchical emphasis on race, class, and gender. While schools purport to
provide equal opportunities for all students, this rarely happens in actuality—particularly for girls. 

In Downed by Friendly Fire, Signithia Fordham unmasks and examines female-centered bullying in schools,
arguing that it is essential to unmask female aggression, bullying, and competition, all of which directly
relate to the structural violence embedded in the racialized and gendered social order. For two and a half
years, Fordham conducted field research at “Underground Railroad High School,” a suburban high school in
upstate New York. Through a series of composite student profiles, she examines the girls’ relationships to
academic achievement, social competition, and aggression toward one another. Fordham argues that girls
academically “compete to lose,” which only perpetuates their subordination through the misrecognition of
their own competitive behaviors. She goes further to expand the meaning of violence to include what is seen
as normal, including suffering, humiliation, and social and economic abuse. 

Using the concept “symbolic violence,” Fordham theorizes the psychological and social damage suffered
especially by black girls in schools. The five narratives in Downed by Friendly Fire ultimately highlight the
pain and suffering this violence produces as well as the ways in which it promotes inequality, exclusion, and
marginalization among girls. 
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Downed by Friendly Fire: Black Girls, White Girls,
and Suburban Schooling as your daily resource information.

Nancy Martindale:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Downed by Friendly Fire: Black Girls, White Girls, and
Suburban Schooling it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book offers high quality.

Cheri Turner:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Downed by Friendly Fire: Black Girls, White Girls, and Suburban Schooling
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Lee Witherspoon:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
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