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Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism looks at the American avant-garde during the Cold
War period, focusing on the interrelated questions of performance practices, cultural resistance, and the
politics of criticism and scholarship in the U.S. counterculture. It develops three case studies: the Living
Theatre's influential production of Jack Gelber's The Connection, which subverted the historical and political
assumptions of the War on Drugs, utilized cutting-edge jazz both formally and thematically, and inspired a
generation of artists and activists to rethink the nature of community and communication; the earliest
American performance art, namely the Happenings and Fluxus events, which responded in astounding ways
to the avaricious movements of Cold War capitalism; and the Black Arts Movement, which brought about
practical and theoretical innovations that effectively evade the conceptual categories of Euro-American
philosophy and historiography.

Mike Sell's study is groundbreaking in its consideration of the avant-garde in relationship to a crucial but
rarely considered agent: the scholar and critic. The book examines the role of the scholar and critic in the
cultural struggles of radical artists and activists and reveals how avant-garde performance identifies the very
limits of critical consideration. The book also explores the popularization of the avant-garde: how formerly
subversive art is eventually discovered by the mass media, is gobbled up by the marketplace, and eventually
finds its way onto the syllabi of college and university courses. Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of
Criticism is a timely and significant book that will become a standard reference for scholars in the fields of
avant-garde literary criticism, theater history, critical theory, and performance studies.

"A provocative exploration of relations between the historical avant-garde and Cold War vanguard art and
theatre. Sell's compelling historical and cultural narrative shows how the connections between the two exist
at a very deep level of radical politics and aesthetics--an amazing concoction of rigorous scholarship,
interdisciplinary learning, and progressive theorizing."
--Michael Vanden Heuvel, University of Wisconsin, Madison

"One of the most sophisticated, engaged, and engaging studies of the avant-garde in the United States that
I've read-an important study that will raise the bar not only on scholarship of the Black Arts Movement, but
on U.S. avant-gardism generally."
--James Smethurst, University of Massachusetts

A volume in the series Theater: Theory/Text/Performance. A list of recent titles in the series appears at the
front of this volume.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

The book Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living Theatre,
Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living Theatre,
Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) to be your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a book Avant-Garde Performance
and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living Theatre, Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts
Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

George Hinnenkamp:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living
Theatre, Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Evan Hinson:

Precisely why? Because this Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living
Theatre, Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.



Renee Oneal:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of
Criticism: Approaching the Living Theatre, Happenings/Fluxus, and the Black Arts Movement (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Avant-Garde Performance and the Limits of Criticism: Approaching the Living Theatre, Happenings/Fluxus,
and the Black Arts Movement (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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