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Christopher Fennell offers a fresh perspective on ways that the earliest enslaved Africans preserved vital
aspects of their traditions and identities in the New World. He also explores similar developments among
European immigrants and the interactions of both groups with Native Americans.
 
Focusing on extant artifacts left by displaced Africans, Fennell finds that material culture and religious ritual
contributed to a variety of modes of survival in mainland North America as well as in the Caribbean and
Brazil. Over time, new symbols of culture led to further changes in individual customs and beliefs as well as
the creation of new social groups and new expressions of identity.
 
Presenting insights from archaeology, history, and symbolic anthropology, this book traces the dynamic
legacy of the trans-Atlantic diasporas over four centuries, and it challenges existing concepts of creolization
and cultural retention. In the process, it examines some of the major cultural belief systems of west and west
central Africa, specific symbols of the BaKongo and Yoruba cosmologies, development of prominent
African-American religious expressions in the Americas, and the Christian and non-Christian spiritual
traditions of German-speaking immigrants from central Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Nydia Kelly:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Crossroads and Cosmologies:
Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in the New World (Cultural Heritage Studies) book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Donovan Houseman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Crossroads and
Cosmologies: Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in the New World (Cultural Heritage Studies) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick
Crossroads and Cosmologies: Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in the New World (Cultural Heritage Studies)
become your own starter.

Brandon Adams:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Crossroads and Cosmologies: Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in the
New World (Cultural Heritage Studies). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Holly Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Crossroads and Cosmologies:
Diasporas and Ethnogenesis in the New World (Cultural Heritage Studies).
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