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The Burden of Slenceisthe first monograph on Sabbateanism, an early modern Ottoman-Jewish messianic
movement, tracing it from its beginnings during the seventeenth century up to the present day. Initiated by
the Jewish rabbi Sabbatai Sevi, the movement combined Jewish, Islamic, and Christian religious and social
elements and became a transnational phenomenon, spreading througout Afro-Euroasia. When Ottoman
authorities forced Sevi to convert to Islam in 1666, his followers formed messianic crypto-Judeo-lslamic
sects, Donmes, which played an important role in the modernization and secularization of Ottoman and
Turkish society and, by extension, Middle Eastern society as awhole.

Using Ottoman, Jewish, and European sources, Sisman examines the dissemination and evolution of
Sabbeateanism in engagement with broader topics such as global histories, messianism, mysticism,
conversion, crypto-identities, modernity, nationalism, and memory. By using flexible and multiple identities
to stymie external interference, the crypto-Jewish Donmes were able to survive despite persecution from
Ottoman authorities, internalizing the Kabbalistic principle of a"burden of silence" according to which
believers keep their secret on pain of spiritual and material punishment, in order to sustain their overtly
Muslim and covertly Jewish identities. Although Dénmes have been increasingly abandoning their religious
identities and embracing (and enhancing) secularism, individualism, and other modern ideas in the Ottoman
Empire and modern Turkey since the nineteenth century, Sisman asserts that, throughout this entire period,
religious and cultural D6nmes continued to adopt the "burden of silence” in order to cope with the challenges
of messianism, modernity, and memory.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Brown:

Reading a book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information smply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish
Donmes, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Randall Blake:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dénmes your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the
Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Dénmes giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning asport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Larry Artz:

This The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish Donmesis great
reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who aso always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word
or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts
init. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the
Ottoman-Turkish Dénmes in your hand like finding the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book aready do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jerry Jackman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,



mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Burden of Silence: Sabbatai Sevi and the Evolution of the Ottoman-Turkish
Doénmes will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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