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"A moving message." --Kirkus

"[A]n absorbing memoir." --Booklist

"[A] well plotted, fluid narrative." --Publishers Weekly

"For years, Suraya Sadeed has worked tirelessly to help the people of her war-scarred homeland. This terrific
memoir is the story of her struggles, her sacrifices, and her hopes. It is the moving life story of a remarkable
woman who has overcome personal tragedy and has made it her single-minded mission to bring hope, relief,
and a measure of happiness to the brutalized women and children of Afghanistan." --Khaled Hosseini, author
of The Kite Runner

"I read this book in one gulp. I couldn't put it down. Suraya Sadeed is an amazing woman who has done what
few others have dared, or cared enough, to do. Her life is inspiring, and so is her life story--this riveting,
clear-eyed book." --Mir Tamim Ansary, author of West of Kabul, East of New York

"Wisecracking beneath her burka, [Sadeed] talks her way into horrific refugee camps, creates a clinic for
women (they must skulk in by a secret door) and illegally starts a girls' school in a windowless basement.
This former businesswoman turned full-time activist lives what she fervently believes: that education is more
powerful than ‘the bullet and the bomb.'" --More

"ï¿½an adventure story with heart that tells Sadeed's (the founder of the charity Help the Afghan Children)
inspiring fight to bring aid, education, and peace training to Afghan citizens." --East Bay Express

From her first humanitarian visit to Afghanistan in 1994, Suraya Sadeed has been personally delivering relief
and hope to Afghan orphans and refugees, to women and girls in inhuman situations deemed too dangerous
for other aid workers or for journalists. Her memoir of these missions, Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul
Guesthouse, is as unconventional as the woman who has lived it. This is no humanitarian missive; it is an
adventure story with heart.

To help the Afghan people, Suraya has flown in a helicopter piloted by a man who was stoned beyond
reason. She has traveled through mountain passes on horseback alongside mules, teenage militiamen, and
Afghan leaders. She has stared defiantly into the eyes of members of the Taliban and of the Mujahideen who
were determined to slow or stop her. She has hidden and carried $100,000 in aid, strapped to her stomach,
into ruined villages. She has built clinics. She has created secret schools for Afghan girls. She has dedicated
the second half of her life to the education and welfare of Afghan women and children, founding the
organization Help the Afghan Children (HTAC) to fund her efforts.



Suraya was born the daughter of the governor of Kabul amid grand walls, beautiful gardens, and peace. In
the aftermath of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, she fled to the United States with her husband,
their young daughter, their I-94 papers, and little else. In America, she became the workaholic owner of a
prosperous real estate company, enjoying all the worldly comforts anyone could want, but when a personal
tragedy struck in the early 1990s, Suraya seriously questioned how she was living and soon sharply changed
the direction of her life.

Now, in Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse, she shares her story of passion, courage, and love,
painting a complex portrait of Afghanistan, its people, and its foreign visitors that defies every stereotype
and invites us all to contribute to the lives of others and to hope.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Harrison:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked Everything to Bring
Hope to Afghanistan (Voice)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Eunice Huynh:

Why? Because this Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked
Everything to Bring Hope to Afghanistan (Voice) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jerry Hull:

This Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked Everything to
Bring Hope to Afghanistan (Voice) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Forbidden Lessons in a
Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked Everything to Bring Hope to Afghanistan
(Voice) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

John Martindale:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Forbidden Lessons in a
Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked Everything to Bring Hope to Afghanistan



(Voice) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Forbidden Lessons in a Kabul Guesthouse: The True Story of a Woman Who Risked Everything to
Bring Hope to Afghanistan (Voice) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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