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Workers in the United States have arich tradition of fighting back and achieving gains previously thought
unthinkable, from the weekend, to health care, to the right to even form a union.

But in 2005, the number of workers organized in unions reached a 100-year low in both the public and
private sectors, even though more and more people would like the protection of a union, and real wages for
most workers have stagnated or declined since the early 1970s.

Smith explores how the connection between the US labor movement and the Democratic Party, with its
extensive corporate ties, has repeatedly held back working-class struggles. And she closely examinestherole
of the labor movement in the 2004 presidential election, tracing the shrinking electora influence of
organized labor and the failure of Iabor-management cooperation, “business unionism,” and reliance on the
Democrats to deliver any real gains.

Smith shows how areturn to the fighting traditions of US labor history, with their emphasis on rank-and-file
strategies for change, can turn around the labor movement.

Subterranean Fire brings working-class history to light and revealsits lessons for today.

Sharon Smith is the author of Women and Socialism, also published by Haymarket Books, as well as many
articles on women'’s liberation and the US working class. Her writings appear regularly in Socialist Worker
newspaper and the International Socialist Review. She has also written for the journal Historical Materialism
and isa contributor to Irag Under Sege : The Deadly Impact of Sanctions and War and Women and the
Revolution by Ethel Mannin. She livesin Chicago, Illinais.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Clark:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled
Subterranean Fire: A History of Working-Class Radicalism in the United States? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You aready know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cathleen Read:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This Subterranean Fire: A History of Working-Class Radicalism in the United States
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding Subterranean Fire: A History of Working-Class Radicalism in the United States content
conveys prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available asit. So, do you nonethel ess thinking Subterranean Fire: A
History of Working-Class Radicalism in the United Statesis not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Christopher Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which oneis appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possihilities will not happen in you if you take Subterranean Fire: A History of Working-Class
Radicalism in the United States as your daily resource information.

Sharon Hafer:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Subterranean Fire: A History of Working-Class
Radicalism in the United States can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have Subterranean Fire:
A History of Working-Class Radicalism in the United States.
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