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Nancy Folbre challenges the conventional economist's assumption that parents have children for the same
reason that they acquire pets--primarily for the pleasure of their company. Children become the workers and
taxpayers of the next generation, and "investments" in them offer a significant payback to other participants
in the economy.

Yet parents, especially mothers, pay most of the costs. The high price of childrearing pushes many families
into poverty, often with adverse consequences for children themselves.

Parents spend time as well as money on children. Yet most estimates of the "cost" of children ignore the
value of this time. Folbre provides a startlingly high but entirely credible estimate of the value of parental
time per child by asking what it would cost to purchase a comparable substitute for it.

She also emphasizes the need for better accounting of public expenditure on children over the life cycle and
describes the need to rethink the very structure and logic of the welfare state. A new institutional structure
could promote more cooperative, sustainable, and efficient commitments to the next generation.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Skelton:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Valuing Children:
Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy)? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Douglas Henry:

The feeling that you get from Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The Family and
Public Policy) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Valuing Children:
Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who
read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The
Family and Public Policy) instantly.

Susan Douglas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Valuing Children: Rethinking the Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy), you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Brittany Gonzalez:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Valuing Children: Rethinking the
Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) to make your reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially



opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Valuing Children: Rethinking
the Economics of the Family (The Family and Public Policy) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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