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"Words for the Hour" presents a readable and illuminating account of the Civil War, told through the words
of poets North and South. From bathos to profound philosophical meditation and sorrow, the range of these
poems illuminates the complexity of their era while also revealing the continuing power of this turning point
in American history to speak to readers in the present day.

The volume is divided into three parts, each offering a different perspective on the poetry generated by the
war. Part I samples the extraordinary range of poems written immediately preceding and during the war and
published in popular periodicals, providing a kind of poetic newspaper account as one might have read it
then?from the early days of optimistically heralded victory on both sides, through the mounting casualties
and brutal deaths of the long middle years, to the war's conclusion and President Lincoln's assassination.
Viewing the struggle from many different vantage points gives the reader access to the ways that people
from various backgrounds experienced the trajectory of the war. Civilians and soldiers, free blacks and
proponents of slavery, women and men from Massachusetts and Virginia and from recently admitted states
and barely developed territories, writers with their eyes on the national political stage and those focused on
personal domestic issues: these are the multiple voices of America responding to the war.

Part II includes substantial selections of poems by writers who published extensively in response to the
conflict, providing more complex and comprehensive perceptions of the war. These poets include not just
well-known figures such as Walt Whitman, Herman Melville, and John Greenleaf Whittier, but also African
American poets George Moses Horton and Frances Ellen Watkins Harper and Southern poets Henry Timrod
and Sarah Piatt.

Part III offers poems by two poets who did not publish during their lifetimes, but had strong imaginative
responses to the conflict, thus giving a sense of the long reach of the war as a defining national experience.
One of these two poets (Emily Dickinson) is now renowned while the other (Obadiah Ethelbert Baker) is
first published in this volume.

"Words for the Hour" is indeed "new" among anthologies of Civil War poetry not only in its wide range of
poems by popular, anonymous, and now canonical poets but also in its informational apparatus. A historical
timeline listing major battles and events of the war begins the volume, and historical photographs or
lithographs introduce each section of poems. The book also includes a substantial introduction, a glossary of
important names and terminology relevant to understanding the poems, and biographical sketches for all the
poets whose work is included.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

The book "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book
"Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry to be your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication "Words for the Hour": A New
Anthology of American Civil War Poetry. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Paulette Stoneman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American
Civil War Poetry as the daily resource information.

Neil Williams:

The e-book untitled "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American
Civil War Poetry from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Donald Hamann:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must choose to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life by this book "Words for the Hour": A New Anthology of American Civil War Poetry. You can
more appealing than now.
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