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Michael O'Brien got out of his car one day in 1975 and sought the acquaintance of a man named John
Madden who lived under an overpass. Their initial contact grew into a friendship that O'Brien chronicled for
the Miami News, where he began his career as a staff photographer. O'Brien's photo essays conveyed
empathy for the homeless and the disenfranchised and won two Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Awards. In
2006, O'Brien reconnected with the issue of homelessness and learned the problem has grown exponentially
since the 1970s, with as many as 3.5 million adults and children in America experiencing homel essness at
some point in any given year.

In Hard Ground, O'Brien joins with renowned singer-songwriter Tom Waits, described by the New York
Times as "the poet of outcasts," to create a portrait of homel essness that impels us to look into the eyes of
people who live "on the hard ground" and recognize our common humanity. For Waits, who has spent
decades writing about outsiders, this subject is familiar territory. Combining their formidable talentsin
photography and poetry, O'Brien and Waits have crafted awork in the spirit of Let Us Now Praise Famous
Men, in which James Agee's text and Walker Evans's photographs were "coequal, mutually independent, and
fully collaborative" elements. Letting words and images communicate on their own terms, rather than merely
illustrate each other, Hard Ground transcends documentary and presents independent, yet powerfully
complementary views of thetrials of homelessness and the resilience of people who survive on the streets.
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From reader reviews:
Hal Clemens:

The guide untitled Hard Ground is the e-book that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did alot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Hard Ground from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jenni Roberts:

Typically the book Hard Ground has alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Kevin Hardy:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. Y ou can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Hard Ground this guide consist alot of the information with the condition
of thisworld now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
regquire to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
That iswhy this book ideal al of you.

Nicolas Dandrea:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book Hard Ground we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person
must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life with this book Hard Ground. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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