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The book proposes a new interpretation of Alexis de Tocqueville that views him first and foremost as a
social scientist rather than as a political theorist. Drawing on his earlier work on the explanation of social
behavior, Elster argues that Tocqueville's main claim to our attention today rests on the large number of
exportable causal mechanisms to be found in his work, many of which are still worthy of further exploration.
Elster proposes a hovel reading of Democracy in Americain which the key explanatory variable is the rapid
economic and political turnover rather than equality of wealth at any given point in time. He also offersa
reading of The Ancien Régime and the Revolution as grounded in the psychological relations among the
peasantry, the bourgeoisie, and the nohility. Consistently going beyond exegetical commentary, he argues
that Tocqueville is eminently worth reading today for his substantive and methodol ogical insights.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Ybarra:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now istaking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possihilities will not
happen with you if you take Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social Scientist asthe daily resource
information.

Sylvia Harrington:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider ook for book,
may be the reserve untitled Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social Scientist can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Darron Hiller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can
read the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social Scientist it isvery good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

David Murray:

Isit an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alexis de Tocqueville, the First Social
Scientist can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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