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Reconstruction was a time of idealism and sweeping change, as the victorious Union created citizenship
rights for the freed slaves and granted the vote to black men. Sixteen black Southerners, elected to the U.S.
Congress, arrived in Washington to advocate reforms such as public education, equal rights, land
distribution, and the suppression of the Ku Klux Klan.
But these men faced astounding odds. They were belittled as corrupt and inadequate by their white political
opponents, who used legislative trickery, libel, bribery, and the brutal intimidation of their constituents to rob
them of their base of support. Despite their status as congressmen, they were made to endure the worst
humiliations of racial prejudice. And they have been largely forgotten—often neglected or maligned by
standard histories of the period.
In this beautifully written book, Philip Dray reclaims their story. Drawing on archival documents,
contemporary news accounts, and congressional records, he shows how the efforts of black Americans
revealed their political perceptiveness and readiness to serve as voters, citizens, and elected officials.
We meet men like the war hero Robert Smalls of South Carolina (who had stolen a Confederate vessel and
delivered it to the Union navy), Robert Brown Elliott (who bested the former vice president of the
Confederacy in a stormy debate on the House floor), and the distinguished former slave Blanche K. Bruce
(who was said to possess “the manners of a Chesterfield”). As Dray demonstrates, these men were eloquent,
creative, and often effective representatives who, as support for Reconstruction faded, were undone by the
forces of Southern reaction and Northern indifference.
In a grand narrative that traces the promising yet tragic arc of Reconstruction, Dray follows these black
representatives’ struggles, from the Emancipation Proclamation to the onset of Jim Crow, as they fought for
social justice and helped realize the promise of a new nation.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

This Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen are
usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Capitol Men:
The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Capitol Men: The
Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richard Bentley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Capitol Men: The Epic Story of
Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen giving you a different experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Mathew Holstein:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black
Congressmen can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.

Louise O\'Neill:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction
Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be first



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Capitol Men: The Epic Story
of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First Black Congressmen can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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