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Although popularly conceived as a relatively recent phenomenon, patterns of immigrant smuggling and
undocumented entry across American land borders first emerged in the late nineteenth century. Ingenious
smugglers and immigrants, long and remote boundary lines, and strong push-and-pull factors created porous
borders then, much as they do now.

Historian Patrick Ettinger offers the first comprehensive historical study of evolving border enforcement
efforts on American land borders at the turn of the twentieth century. He traces the origins of widespread
immigrant smuggling and illicit entry on the northern and southern United States borders at a time when
English, Irish, Chinese, Italian, Russian, Lebanese, Japanese, Greek, and, later, Mexican migrants created
various "backdoors" into the United States. No other work looks so closely at the sweeping, if often
ineffectual, innovations in federal border enforcement practices designed to stem these flows.

From upstate Maine to Puget Sound, from San Diego to the Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, federal
officials struggled to adapt national immigration policies to challenging local conditions, all the while
battling wits with resourceful smugglers and determined immigrants. In effect, the period saw the
simultaneous "drawing" and "erasing" of the official border, and its gradual articulation and elaboration in
the midst of consistently successful efforts to undermine it.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement
and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930. All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Philip Logan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Imaginary Lines:
Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jennifer Phinney:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the
Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Martin Dowling:

This Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 is
brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-
1930 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.
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