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What authority does international law really have for the United States? When and to what extent should the
United States participate in the international legal system? This forcefully argued book by legal scholar
Jeremy Rabkin provides an insightful new look at this important and much-debated question.

Americans have long asked whether the United States should join forces with institutions such as the
International Criminal Court and sign on to agreements like the Kyoto Protocol. Rabkin argues that the value
of international agreements in such circumstances must be weighed against the threat they pose to liberties
protected by strong national authority and institutions. He maintains that the protection of these liberties
could be fatally weakened if we go too far in ceding authority to international institutions that might not be
zealous in protecting the rights Americans deem important. Similarly, any cessation of authority might leave
Americans far less attached to the resulting hybrid legal system than they now are to laws they can regard as
their own.

Law without Nations? traces the traditional American wariness of international law to the basic principles of
American thought and the broader traditions of liberal political thought on which the American Founders
drew: only a sovereign state can make and enforce law in a reliable way, so only a sovereign state can
reliably protect the rights of its citizens. It then contrasts the American experience with that of the European
Union, showing the difficulties that can arise from efforts to merge national legal systems with supranational
schemes. In practice, international human rights law generates a cloud of rhetoric that does little to secure
human rights, and in fact, is at odds with American principles, Rabkin concludes.

A challenging and important contribution to the current debates about the meaning of multilateralism and
international law, Law without Nations? will appeal to a broad cross-section of scholars in both the legal and
political science arenas.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hill:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Law without Nations?: Why Constitutional Government Requires Sovereign States it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Lula Day:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide Law without Nations?: Why Constitutional Government Requires
Sovereign States was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Jay Klein:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Law without
Nations?: Why Constitutional Government Requires Sovereign States.

Lillian Thornton:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Law without Nations?: Why Constitutional Government
Requires Sovereign States to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and read it. Beside that the book Law without Nations?: Why Constitutional Government
Requires Sovereign States can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using



what must you're doing of that time.
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