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The ballad "John Henry" is the most recorded folk song in American history and John Henry--the mighty
railroad man who could blast through rock faster than a steam drill--is a towering figure in our culture. But
for over a century, no one knew who the original John Henry was--or even if there was a real John Henry.
In Steel Drivin' Man, Scott Reynolds Nelson recounts the true story of the man behind the iconic American
hero, telling the poignant tale of a young Virginia convict who died working on one of the most dangerous
enterprises of the time, the first rail route through the Appalachian Mountains. Using census data,
penitentiary reports, and railroad company reports, Nelson reveals how John Henry, victimized by Virginia's
notorious Black Codes, was shipped to the infamous Richmond Penitentiary to become prisoner number 497,
and was forced to labor on the mile-long Lewis Tunnel for the C&O railroad. Nelson even confirms the
legendary contest between John Henry and the steam drill (there was indeed a steam drill used to dig the
Lewis Tunnel and the convicts in fact drilled faster).
Equally important, Nelson masterfully captures the life of the ballad of John Henry, tracing the song's
evolution from the first printed score by blues legend W. C. Handy, to Carl Sandburg's use of the ballad to
become the first "folk singer," to the upbeat version by Tennessee Ernie Ford. We see how the American
Communist Party appropriated the image of John Henry as the idealized American worker, and even how
John Henry became the precursor of such comic book super heroes as Superman or Captain America.
Attractively illustrated with numerous images, Steel Drivin' Man offers a marvelous portrait of a beloved
folk song--and a true American legend.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

The book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend to be
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book Steel
Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Sally Norman:

Beside that Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Bernice Mignone:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the Untold Story of an
American Legend can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have issue that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Steel Drivin' Man: John
Henry: the Untold Story of an American Legend.

Sammy Cheney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the
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