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A biography of the famous eighteenth-century Quaker whose abolitionist fervor and spiritual practice made
him a model for generations of Americans
 
John Woolman (1720–72) was perhaps the most significant American of his age, though he was not a
famous politician, general, or man of letters, and never held public office. A humble Quaker tailor in New
Jersey, he became a prophetic voice for the entire Anglo-American world when he denounced the evils of
slavery in Quaker meetings, then in essays and his Journal, first published in 1774. In this illuminating new
biography, Thomas P. Slaughter goes behind those famous texts to locate the sources of Woolman’s political
and spiritual power.
 
Slaughter’s penetrating work shows how this plainspoken mystic transformed himself into a prophetic,
unforgettable figure. Devoting himself to extremes of self-purification—dressing only in white, refusing to
ride horses or in horse-drawn carriages—Woolman might briefly puzzle people; but his preaching against
slavery, rum, tea, silver, forced labor, war taxes, and rampant consumerism was infused with a benign
confidence that ordinary people could achieve spiritual perfection, and this goodness gave his message
persuasive power and enduring influence. Placing Woolman in the full context of his times, Slaughter paints
the portrait of a hero—and not just for the Quakers, social reformers, labor organizers, socialists, and peace
advocates who have long admired him. He was an extraordinary original, an American for the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. The Beautiful Soul of John Woolman, Apostle of Abolition can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Maureen Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Beautiful Soul of John Woolman, Apostle of Abolition provide you
with a new experience in reading a book.

Serafina Hayes:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Beautiful Soul of John
Woolman, Apostle of Abolition is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Phillis Ries:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Beautiful Soul of John Woolman, Apostle of Abolition was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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