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Brutality on Trial tells the story of landmark legal victories against abuse on the high seas. These were the
first documented violations of the Seamen's Act of 1915, signed into law by Woodrow Wilson to hold
officers and ship owners legally accountable for abusing their crews. This is the first book to explore the
outcomes of that act, including a series of criminal and civil trials that at last brought dignity to the lives of
common seamen.

Drawing on newspaper accounts and corroborating research that includes all relevant maritime documents,
State Department consular reports, signed statements of those involved, and extensive court records, Gibson
has chronicled not only the terror on the voyages of the barkentines Puako and Rolph but also the significant
statutory, legal, and societal changes in the merchant seaman's status, rights, and life at sea. This exhaustive
account of murder, suicide, and mayhem on American sailing ships argues that the final years of the sailing
ship era were far from romantic. As late as 1918 and 1919, American seamen were still suffering under the
brutal hands of officers such as Adolph Cornelius Pedersen of the Puako and Frederick Hansen of the Rolph.
Brutality on Trial mirrors a critical era in maritime history and law--emerging from the values of the
nineteenth century into the post-WWI world.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

The book Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the Seamen's Act of 1915 (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) will bring one to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very suited to you. The book Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the
Seamen's Act of 1915 (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Brittany Belliveau:

The book untitled Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the Seamen's Act of 1915
(New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) is the publication that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the
Seamen's Act of 1915 (New Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Emil Townsend:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the Seamen's Act of 1915 (New Perspectives on
Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Donna Nichols:

You can get this Brutality on Trial: Hellfire Pedersen, Fighting Hansen, and the Seamen's Act of 1915 (New
Perspectives on Maritime History and Nautical Archaeology) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In



the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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