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These fascinating, never-before-published early diaries of Count Harry Kessler—patron, museum director,
publisher, cultural critic, soldier, secret agent, and diplomat—present a sweeping panorama of the arts and
politics of Belle Époque Europe, a glittering world poised to be changed irrevocably by the Great War.
Kessler’s immersion in the new art and literature of Paris, London, and Berlin unfolds in the first part of the
diaries. This refined world gives way to vivid descriptions of the horrific fighting on the Eastern and Western
fronts of World War I, the intriguing private discussions among the German political and military elite about
the progress of the war, as well as Kessler’s account of his role as a diplomat with a secret mission in
Switzerland.
 
Profoundly modern and often prescient, Kessler was an erudite cultural impresario and catalyst who as a
cofounder of the avant-garde journal Pan met and contributed articles about many of the leading artists and
writers of the day. In 1903 he became director of the Grand Ducal Museum of Arts and Crafts in Weimar,
determined to make it a center of aesthetic modernism together with his friend the architect Henry van de
Velde, whose school of design would eventually become the Bauhaus. When a public scandal forced his
resignation in 1906, Kessler turned to other projects, including collaborating with the Austrian writer Hugo
von Hofmannsthal and the German composer Richard Strauss on the opera Der Rosenkavalier and the ballet
The Legend of Joseph, which was performed in 1914 by the Ballets Russes in London and Paris. In 1913 he
founded the Cranach-Presse in Weimar, one of the most important private presses of the twentieth century.
 
The diaries present brilliant, sharply etched, and often richly comical descriptions of his encounters,
conversations, and creative collaborations with some of the most celebrated people of his time: Otto von
Bismarck, Paul von Hindenburg, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, Richard Strauss, Igor Stravinsky, Sergei
Diaghilev, Vaslav Nijinsky, Isadora Duncan, Ruth St. Denis, Sarah Bernhardt, Friedrich Nietzsche, Rainer
Marie Rilke, Paul Verlaine, Gordon Craig, George Bernard Shaw, Harley Granville-Barker, Max Klinger,
Arnold Böcklin, Max Beckmann, Aristide Maillol, Auguste Rodin, Edgar Degas, Éduard Vuillard, Claude
Monet, Edvard Munch, Ida Rubinstein, Gabriele D’Annunzio, Pierre Bonnard, and Walther Rathenau,
among others.
 
Remarkably insightful, poignant, and cinematic in their scope, Kessler’s diaries are an invaluable record of
one of the most volatile and seminal moments in modern Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Redden:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of
Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Terry Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count
Harry Kessler, 1880-1918 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Lupita Kirch:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Rana Jensen:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Journey to the Abyss: The Diaries of Count Harry Kessler, 1880-1918.
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