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In a compelling history of the Jewish community in New York during four decades of mass immigration,
Tony Michels examines the defining role of the Yiddish socialist movement in the American Jewish
experience.

The movement, founded in the 1880s, was dominated by Russian-speaking intellectuals, including Abraham
Cahan, Mikhail Zametkin, and Chaim Zhitlovsky. Socialist leaders quickly found Yiddish essential to
convey their message to the Jewish immigrant community, and they developed a remarkable public culture
through lectures and social events, workers' education societies, Yiddish schools, and a press that found its
strongest voice in the mass-circulation newspaper Forverts.

Arguing against the view that socialism and Yiddish culture arrived as Old World holdovers, Michels
demonstrates that they arose in New York in response to local conditions and thrived not despite
Americanization, but because of it. And the influence of the movement swirled far beyond the Lower East
Side, to a transnational culture in which individuals, ideas, and institutions crossed the Atlantic. New York
Jews, in the beginning, exported Yiddish socialism to Russia, not the other way around.

The Yiddish socialist movement shaped Jewish communities across the United States well into the twentieth
century and left an important political legacy that extends to the rise of neoconservatism. A story of hopeful
successes and bitter disappointments, A Fire in Their Hearts brings to vivid life this formative period for
American Jews and the American left.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

The book A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Debra Sims:

This book untitled A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Sondra Spencer:

Typically the book A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after reading this book.

Nicol Thomas:

This A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Fire
in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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