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In the last decades of the 17th century, the feast of Christmas in Lutheran Germany underwent a major
transformation when theologians and local governments waged an early modern "war on Christmas,"
discouraging riotous pageants and carnivalesque rituals in favor of more personal and internalized
expressions of piety. Christmas rituals, such as the "Heilig Christ" plays and the rocking of the child
(Kindelwiegen) were abolished, and Christian devotion focused increasingly on the metaphor of a birth of
Christ in the human heart. John Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio, composed in 1734, both reflects this
new piety and conveys the composer's experience living through this tumult during his own childhood and
early career.

Markus Rathey's book is the first thorough study of this popular masterpiece in English. While giving a
comprehensive overview of the Christmas Oratorio as a whole, the book focuses on two themes in
particular: the cultural and theological understanding of Christmas in Bach's time and the compositional
process that led Bach from the earliest concepts to the completed piece. The cultural and religious context of
the oratorio provides the backdrop for Rathey's detailed analysis of the composition, in which he explores
Bach's compositional practices, for example, his reuse and parodies of movements that had originally been
composed for secular cantatas. The book analyzes Bach's original score and sheds new light on the way Bach
wrote the piece, how he shaped musical themes, and how he revised his initial ideas into the final
composition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

This Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture tend to be reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio:
Music, Theology, Culture can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music,
Theology, Culture giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Helen Sullivan:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology,
Culture why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Charles Simpson:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio:
Music, Theology, Culture can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Oliver Whitley:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book Johann Sebastian Bach's Christmas Oratorio: Music, Theology, Culture. You can more attractive than
now.
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