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The Birth of an Opera offers illuminating insight into how operas are written and the personalities, incidents,
and musical circumstances that have shaped their composition.

Through a deft compilation of primary sources—letters, memoirs, and personal accounts from composers,
librettists, and performers—Michael Rose re-creates for his readers the circumstances that gave rise to fifteen
operatic milestones. From Monteverdi and Mozart to Puccini and Berg, each chapter focuses on a well-
known opera and tells the story that lies behind its creation.

Rather than retreading familiar ground with pages of historical and musical analysis, Rose places each opera
firmly in the context of the composer’s life and provides an engaging text in which the varied and colorful
personalities involved are seen to discuss, comment, and contribute in one way or another to the progress of
its composition. The reader will find Mozart with a new and flamboyant librettist tackling the risky
enterprise of Le Nozze di Figaro; Wagner confessing his hidden love for the woman who inspires him as he
creates the passionate drama of Tristan und Isolde; Verdi deep in Shakespearian discussion with Boito as
they remodel the tragedy of Otello; and Debussy coming almost literally to blows with Maeterlinck over the
soprano to take the leading role in Pelléas et Mélisande.

Throughout, Rose offers his readers the most direct possible link to events that have often become twisted or
obscured by operatic myth, and in so doing he captures the bizarre interactions of chance, genius, practical
necessity, and dogged determination that accompanied the making of some of opera’s most enduring
masterpieces.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

This The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen
Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from
Poppea to Wozzeck forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Pinkerton:

This The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer
you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Clarence Lowery:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen
Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck or even others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Kevin Miller:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is referred to as of book The Birth of an Opera: Fifteen Masterpieces from Poppea to Wozzeck. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a



person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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