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The end of the eighteenth century saw the start of a new craze in Europe: tiny portraits of single eyes that
were exchanged by lovers or family members. Worn as brooches or pendants, these minuscule eyes served
the same emotional need as more conventional mementoes, such as lockets containing a coil of a loved one’s
hair. The fashion lasted only a few decades, and by the early 1800s eye miniatures had faded into oblivion.
Unearthing these portraits in Treasuring the Gaze, Hanneke Grootenboer proposes that the rage for eye
miniatures—and their abrupt disappearance—reveals a knot in the unfolding of the history of vision.
 
Drawing on Alois Riegl, Jean-Luc Nancy, Marcia Pointon, Melanie Klein, and others, Grootenboer unravels
this knot, discovering previously unseen patterns of looking and strategies for showing. She shows that eye
miniatures portray the subject’s gaze rather than his or her eye, making the recipient of the keepsake an
exclusive beholder who is perpetually watched. These treasured portraits always return the looks they receive
and, as such, they create a reciprocal mode of viewing that Grootenboer calls intimate vision. Recounting
stories about eye miniatures—including the role one played in the scandalous affair of Mrs. Fitzherbert and
the Prince of Wales, a portrait of the mesmerizing eye of Lord Byron, and the loss and longing incorporated
in crying eye miniatures—Grootenboer shows that intimate vision brings the gaze of another deep into the
heart of private experience.
 
With a host of fascinating imagery from this eccentric and mostly forgotten yet deeply private keepsake,
Treasuring the Gaze provides new insights into the art of miniature painting and the genre of portraiture.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late
Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures to read.

Mary Larrick:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in
Late Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kenny Crowther:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late
Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures as your daily resource information.

Angela Yoder:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Treasuring the Gaze: Intimate Vision in Late Eighteenth-Century Eye Miniatures, you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a guide.
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