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This informative survey chronicles the process of abstraction that ultimately led to the axiomatic formulation
of the abstract notion of group. Hans Wussing, former Director of the Karl Sudhoff Institute for the History
of Medicine and Science at Leipzig University, contradicts the conventional thinking that the roots of the
abstract notion of group lie strictly in the theory of algebraic equations. Wussing declares their presence in
the geometry and number theory of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.
This survey ranges from the works of Lagrange via Cauchy, Abel, and Galois to those of Serret and Camille
Jordan. It then turns to Cayley, to Felix Klein's Erlangen Program, and to Sophus Lie, concluding with a
sketch of the state of group theory circa 1920, when the axiom systems of Webber were formalized and
investigated in their own right.
"It is a pleasure to turn to Wussing's book, a sound presentation of history," observed the Bulletin of the
American Mathematical Society, noting that "Wussing always gives enough detail to let us understand what
each author was doing, and the book could almost serve as a sampler of nineteenth-century algebra. The
bibliography is extremely good, and the prose is sometimes pleasantly epigrammatic."
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From reader reviews:

Warren Ford:

The book The Genesis of the Abstract Group Concept: A Contribution to the History of the Origin of
Abstract Group Theory (Dover Books on Mathematics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Genesis of the Abstract Group
Concept: A Contribution to the History of the Origin of Abstract Group Theory (Dover Books on
Mathematics) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-
book The Genesis of the Abstract Group Concept: A Contribution to the History of the Origin of Abstract
Group Theory (Dover Books on Mathematics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Decker:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Genesis of the Abstract Group Concept: A Contribution to the History of the Origin of Abstract Group
Theory (Dover Books on Mathematics).

Rafael Rainey:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Genesis of the Abstract Group Concept: A Contribution to the
History of the Origin of Abstract Group Theory (Dover Books on Mathematics) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Gwen Anderson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended



up being exactly added. This publication The Genesis of the Abstract Group Concept: A Contribution to the
History of the Origin of Abstract Group Theory (Dover Books on Mathematics) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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