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European history of the past century is full of examples of philosophers, writers, and scholars who supported
or excused the worst tyrannies of the age. How was this possible? How could intellectuals whose work
depends on freedom defend those who would deny it?   

In profiles of six leading twentieth-century thinkers—Martin Heidegger, Carl Schmitt, Walter Benjamin,
Alexandre Kojève, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida—Mark Lilla explores the psychology of political
commitment. As continental Europe gave birth to two great ideological systems in the twentieth century,
communism and fascism, it also gave birth to a new social type, the philotyrannical intellectual. Lilla shows
how these thinkers were not only grappling with enduring philosophical questions, they were also writing out
of their own experiences and passions. These profiles demonstrate how intellectuals can be driven into a
political sphere they scarcely understand, with momentous results.

In a new afterword, Lilla traces how the intellectual world has changed since the end of the cold war. The
ideological passions of the past have been replaced in the West, he argues, by a dogma of individual
autonomy and freedom that both obscures the historical forces at work in the present and sanctions ignorance
about them, leaving us ill-equipped to understand those who are inflamed by the new global ideologies of
our time.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in
Politics: Revised Edition is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Melinda Kendall:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics: Revised Edition.

Richard Morris:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics: Revised Edition your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics:
Revised Edition giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Victor Dinh:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics: Revised Edition will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.
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