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In this beautifully realized study, Peter Schéfer investigates the origins of afemale manifestation of God in
Jewish mysticism. The search itself is afascinating exploration of the idea of afeminine divinity. And
Schéfer's surprising but persuasive conclusions yield deegper understanding of the complex but frequently
intimate relationship between Christianity and Judaism--and of the development of religious concepts more
generaly.

Toward the end of the twelfth century, a small book titled the Bahir (Light) appeared in Provence. Thefirst
document of Judaism's emerging kabbalistic movement, it introduced a completely new view of God, one
that included a divine potency that was essentially female. This female divinity was portrayed both as a
mediator between Jews and God and as part of the Godhead itself. Examining Judaic history from the
biblical Wisdom tradition to the Middle Ages, Schéfer finds some precedents for the Kabbalah's feminine
divinity. But he cannot account for her forceful appearance in twelfth-century southern France without
reference to the immediate Christian environment, particularly the flourishing veneration of the Virgin Mary.
Indeed, twelfth-century Jews and Christians were simultaneously rediscovering the feminine as an aspect of
the Godhead after having abandoned it in favor of either an abstract, disembodied God or an exclusively
male one.

In proposing that the medieval cult of Mary--rather than eastern Gnosticism--is the appropriate framework
for understanding the feminine elements in Jewish mysticism, Mirror of His Beauty represents a sea change
in Kabbalah and Jewish-Christian cultural studies. It shifts our attention from the Byzantine East to the Latin
Christian West. And in contrast to histories that treat the development of Judaism and Christianity in
isolation, it leads us to afuller understanding of Jews and Christians living in proximity, aware of each other.
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From reader reviews:
Mildred Wright:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early
Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World).

Jerry Petrus:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theideafor all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine
Images of God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World). All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Robert Hender son:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of
God from the Bible to the Early Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Lizabeth Melgar:

The reason? Because this Mirror of His Beauty: Feminine Images of God from the Bible to the Early
Kabbalah (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So, it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you alot of gainsthan the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store



hurriedly.
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