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During the night of 27-28 March 1971, a Viet Cong sapper company infiltrated Fire Support Base Mary Ann,
the forwardmost position in the 23d Division (Americal), Snipping through the defensive wire and entering
the base without alerting a single guard in a single perimeter bunker, they killed thirty U.S. soldiers and
wounded eighty-two in a humiliating defeat that sounded the death knell for the reputation of the once proud
U.S. Army in Vietnam.

Although one of the most famous actions of the war, it has never before received a full-scale account. Keith
William Nolan has drawn on recently declassified documents and interviews with more than fifty veterans of
the 1st Battalion of the 46th Infantry—the unit on Firebase Mary Ann—to re-create minute-by-minute the
events of that night, as well as to understand how the military situation in the waning days of the Vietnam
War allowed such a disaster to occur. It was a period fraught with problems—combat refusals, drug abuse,
racial strife, and fraggings—and Nolan shows how the 1-46th Infantry dealt with them. He describes in detail
the personalities of the key players in the 1-46th and the battalion's previous operations around FSB Mary
Ann.

The heroism of the grunts, the horror of the carnage, and the nature of guerrilla fighting are all revealed in
this first full account of the firebase's story. The vivid detail and immediacy of the first-person accounts give
an unprecedented view of the day-to-day tempo of operations and state of morale in the U.S. Army in the
tragic final period of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

James Hopwood:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Sappers in
the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Tina Alley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Daniel Engle:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Sappers in the Wire: The Life
and Death of Firebase Mary Ann is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tracy Painter:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book
Sappers in the Wire: The Life and Death of Firebase Mary Ann. You can more inviting than now.
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