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At once a revered canon associated with Confucius and the earliest anthology of poetry, the Book of Poems
holds a unique place in Chinese literary history. Since early imperial times it served as an ideal of literary
perfection, as it provided a basis for defining shi poetry, the most esteemed genre of elite composition. In
imperial China, however, literary criticism and classical learning represented distinct fields of inquiry that
differed in status, with classical learning considered more serious and prestigious. Literary critics thus
highlighted connections between the Book of Poems and later verse, while classical scholars obscured the
origins of their ideas in literary theory.

This book explores the mutual influence of literary and classicizing approaches, which frequently and
fruitfully borrowed from one another. Drawing on a wide range of sources including commentaries,
anthologies, colophons, and inscriptions, Bruce Rusk chronicles how scholars borrowed from critics without
attribution and even resorted to forgery to make appealing new ideas look old. By unraveling the
relationships through which classical and literary scholarship on the Book of Poems co-evolved from the Han
dynasty through the Qing, this study shows that the ancient classic was the catalyst for intellectual innovation
and literary invention.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Critics and Commentators: The Book of Poems as Classic and
Literature (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series). Try to the actual book Critics and
Commentators: The Book of Poems as Classic and Literature (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph
Series) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Catherine Browning:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. Critics and Commentators: The Book of Poems as Classic and Literature (Harvard-Yenching
Institute Monograph Series) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Donald Mobley:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Critics and Commentators: The Book of Poems
as Classic and Literature (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series). This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mildred Brummett:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Critics and Commentators: The Book of Poems as Classic and Literature (Harvard-
Yenching Institute Monograph Series) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Critics and Commentators: The Book of



Poems as Classic and Literature (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series). You can more attractive
than now.
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