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Engaging conventional arguments that the persistence of plantations is the cause of economic
underdevelopment in the Caribbean, this book focuses on the discontinuities in the development of plantation
economies in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic in the early twentieth century. Cesar Ayala
analyzes and compares the explosive growth of sugar production in the three nations following the War of
1898--when the U.S. acquired Cuba and Puerto Rico--to show how closely the development of the Spanish
Caribbean's modern economic and social class systems is linked to the history of the U.S. sugar industry
during its greatest period of expansion and consolidation.

Ayala examines patterns of investment and principal groups of investors, interactions between U.S.
capitalists and native planters, contrasts between new and old regions of sugar monoculture, the historical
formation of the working class on sugar plantations, and patterns of labor migration. In contrast to most
studies of the Spanish Caribbean, which focus on only one country, his account places the history of U.S.
colonialism in the region, and the history of plantation agriculture across the region, in comparative
perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Grayer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the
American Sugar Kingdom: The Plantation Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934 is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Dan Fry:

The actual book American Sugar Kingdom: The Plantation Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934
will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book American
Sugar Kingdom: The Plantation Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934 is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Santos Ball:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving American Sugar Kingdom: The
Plantation Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick American Sugar Kingdom: The
Plantation Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934 become your own starter.

Anne Simons:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This American Sugar Kingdom: The Plantation
Economy of the Spanish Caribbean, 1898-1934 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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