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'Civilization and War is an exceptionally erudite and timely meditation on the close relationship between
civilization, progress and war in modern political thought and policy from the Enlightenment to the war on
terror. It is a fitting complement to Dr. Bowden's path-breaking study, The Empire of Civilization (2009).'
- James Tully, University of Victoria, Canada

'Civilization and War addresses a concern of all thinking persons in elegant language with erudition to
match. Bowden's readers will profit by stretching their minds, learn much to mull over and discuss with their
friends.'
- William H. McNeill, University of Chicago, US

'A lucid, wide-ranging and fascinating discussion of how 'civilization' has given rise to ideals of peace and
progress and is - perhaps inescapably - prone to technologically-advanced, destructive warfare.'
- Andrew Linklater, Aberystwyth University, UK

'Bowden clearly identi?es the constellation of concepts that coalesce around civilization and war. . . The
paradox of civilization and war at the heart of this book is not a new discovery, but it is an important one.
Simply stated, it notes that as civilization has grown so has war-making such that these two go and grow
together. The paradoxical nature of this relationship, of growing civilization leading to an increase in
militarization and con?icts, is a sharp contrast to the rhetoric of peace that emerges from liberal democratic
states. Identifying this contrast is important, and Bowden does this very well.'
- Mark Erickson, European Journal of Cultural and Political Sociology

'Following his award-winning The Empire of Civilization, Brett Bowden's Civilization and War is a much-
needed corrective to Kantian hopes for cosmopolitan governance. Short as it may be, this is an eminently
readable book that rightfully poses uncomfortable questions with regard to the inextricable link between
'civilization' and 'barbarism.' It is also a reminder, however, to political realists to take the ethical questions
of armed conflict more seriously. Such violence is overcome less by normative moral frameworks than by the
actual practices of migration and cooperation as much as by exchanges of goods and ideas.'
- Christian Emden, Rice University, US

Civilization and war were born around the same time in roughly the same place - they have effectively
grown up together. This challenges the belief that the more civilized we become, the less likely the resort to
war in order to resolve differences and disputes. The related assumption that civilized societies are more
likely to abide by the rules of war is also in dispute. Where does terrorism fit into debates about civilized and
savage war? What are we to make of talk about an impending 'clash of civilizations'? In a succinct yet wide
ranging survey of history and of ideas that calls in to question a number of conventional wisdoms,
Civilization and War explores these issues and more whilst outlining the two-way relationship between
civilization and war.

Providing an alternative perspective to conventional thinking, this book will appeal to a wide
interdisciplinary audience across all regions of the globe. The material is both original and highly topical and
is written in a sharp, snappy style that makes it accessible to a wide readership, including upper-level
undergraduates, postgraduates, academic specialists and informed general readers. Civilization and War
makes important contributions to the fields of international relations, peace and conflict studies, political



theory and the history of ideas, and will be of interest to people with a curiosity about world history and
current affairs.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

The book Civilization and War give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Civilization and War to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Civilization and War. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Arthur Pineda:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Civilization and War can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Maria Green:

You can find this Civilization and War by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Christina Vallejo:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Civilization and War when you required it?
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