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The Real Issue behind the Abortion Debate
An op-ed by Jeanne Flavin in the San Francisco Chronicle

2009 Choice Outstanding Academic Title

The intense policing of women’s reproductive capacity places women’s health and human rights in great
peril. Poor women are pressured to undergo sterilization. Women addicted to illicit drugs risk arrest for
carrying their pregnancies to term. Courts, child welfare, and law enforcement agencies fail to recognize the
efforts of battered and incarcerated women to care for their children. Pregnant inmates are subject to
inhumane practices such as shackling during labor and poor prenatal care. And decades after Roe, the
criminalization of certain procedures and regulation of abortion providers still obstruct women’s access to
safe and private abortions.

In this important work, Jeanne Flavin looks beyond abortion to document how the law and the criminal
justice system police women’s rights to conceive, to be pregnant, and to raise their children. Through vivid
and disturbing case studies, Flavin shows how the state seeks to establish what a “good woman” and “fit
mother” should look like and whose reproduction is valued. With a stirring conclusion that calls for broad-
based measures that strengthen women’s economic position , choice-making, autonomy, sexual freedom, and
health care, Our Bodies, Our Crimes is a battle cry for all women in their fight to be fully recognized as
human beings. At its heart, this book is about the right of a woman to be a healthy and valued member of
society independent of how or whether she reproduces.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The
Policing of Women's Reproduction in America (Alternative Criminology). All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Sharon Self:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The Policing
of Women's Reproduction in America (Alternative Criminology) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Raymond Floyd:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The Policing of Women's
Reproduction in America (Alternative Criminology) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking
out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The Policing of Women's Reproduction in America (Alternative
Criminology).

Billy Smith:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The Policing of
Women's Reproduction in America (Alternative Criminology) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Our Bodies, Our
Crimes: The Policing of Women's Reproduction in America (Alternative Criminology) can to be your brand
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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