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The nature of leadership and the human qualities that promote or obstruct leadership have a long history in
Western thought and remain a central concern in modern societies. Crises in leadership may arise from
human failings or social complexities that defeat or reject those most qualified to lead. David Cawthon
examines classical thinkers to offer a historical and philosophical perspective on the intrinsic qualities of
leadership, and how these qualities are coded into the souls of some, but not others.

Cawthon begins by tracing the ancient roots of the inquiry into character and leadership via Plato and
Aristotle, then turns to the Christian period and the works of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Augustine. He
discusses how the rise of secular philosophy created an opposition between individualist and collectivist
approaches to leadership: Thomas Hobbes upheld absolute monarchy; John Locke believed in consensual
social contracts; Jean-Jacques Rousseau favored “guided democracy”; Hegel emphasize duty, not
individualism; Marx believed in the proletariat which would rule through party apparatus; and Nietzsche,
rejected everything that came before in favor of the raw will to power by the superman who is clearly,
demonstrably superior.

Cawthon’s historical approach is geared toward extrapolating lessons and examples for contemporary
contexts of leadership. In each chapter he points out the cardinal qualities modern leaders should possess in
politics and in the workplace. Philosophical Foundations of Leadership will be of interest to philosophers,
management specialists, intellectual historians, and students of business and organization.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

This Philosophical Foundations of Leadership are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Philosophical Foundations of Leadership can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might
be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Philosophical Foundations of
Leadership giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sabrina King:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Philosophical Foundations of
Leadership that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Philosophical Foundations of Leadership become your starter.

Scott Settle:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Philosophical Foundations of Leadership. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Joshua Little:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will
filled update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are
available for anyone. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia,
reference book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your
spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the Philosophical Foundations of Leadership when you
desired it?
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