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From the internationally bestselling author, a deeply researched and atmospheric murder mystery of
late Victorian-era London

In the summer of 1895, Robert Coombes (age 13) and his brother Nattie (age 12) were seen spending
lavishly around the docklands of East London -- for ten days in July, they ate out at coffee houses and took
trips to the seaside and the theater. The boys told neighbors they had been left home alone while their mother
visited family in Liverpool, but their aunt was suspicious. When she eventually forced the brothers to open
the house to her, she found the badly decomposed body of their mother in a bedroom upstairs. Robert and
Nattie were arrested for matricide and sent for trial at the Old Bailey. 

Robert confessed to having stabbed his mother, but his lawyers argued that he was insane. Nattie struck a
plea and gave evidence against his brother. The court heard testimony about Robert's severe headaches, his
fascination with violent criminals and his passion for 'penny dreadfuls', the pulp fiction of the day. He
seemed to feel no remorse for what he had done, and neither the prosecution nor the defense could find a
motive for the murder. The judge sentenced the thirteen-year-old to detention in Broadmoor, the most
infamous criminal lunatic asylum in the land. Yet Broadmoor turned out to be the beginning of a new life for
Robert--one that would have profoundly shocked anyone who thought they understood the Wicked Boy.

At a time of great tumult and uncertainty, Robert Coombes's case crystallized contemporary anxieties about
the education of the working classes, the dangers of pulp fiction, and evolving theories of criminality,
childhood, and insanity. With riveting detail and rich atmosphere, Kate Summerscale recreates this terrible
crime and its aftermath, uncovering an extraordinary story of man's capacity to overcome the past.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer.

Elmer Pereira:

Beside this kind of The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!

Nicholas Ko:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child
Murderer was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Wicked Boy: The
Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Helen Christopher:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book The
Wicked Boy: The Mystery of a Victorian Child Murderer. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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