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The culture of nineteenth-century Russia is often seen as dominated by realism in the arts, as exemplified by
the novels of Leo Tolstoy and Ivan Turgenev, the paintings of 'the Wanderers,' and the historical operas of
Modest Mussorgsky. Paradoxically, nineteenth-century Russia was also consumed with a passion for
spiritualist activities such as table-rappings, seances of spirit communication, and materialization of the
'spirits.' Ghostly Paradoxes examines the surprising relationship between spiritualist beliefs and practices
and the positivist mindset of the Russian Age of Realism (1850-80) to demonstrate the ways in which the
two disparate movements influenced each other.

Foregrounding the important role that nineteenth-century spiritualism played in the period's aesthetic,
ideological, and epistemological debates, Ilya Vinitsky challenges literary scholars who have considered
spiritualism to be archaic and peripheral to other cultural issues of the time. Ghostly Paradoxes is an
innovative work of literary scholarship that traces the reactions of Russia's major realist authors to spiritualist
events and doctrines and demonstrates that both movements can be understood only when examined
together.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Ghostly Paradoxes: Modern Spiritualism and Russian Culture in the
Age of Realism can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Beverly McGahey:

The reason why? Because this Ghostly Paradoxes: Modern Spiritualism and Russian Culture in the Age of
Realism is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Debra Davis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Ghostly Paradoxes: Modern Spiritualism and Russian Culture in the Age of Realism this guide consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Patti Wooden:

Beside this specific Ghostly Paradoxes: Modern Spiritualism and Russian Culture in the Age of Realism in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Ghostly Paradoxes: Modern Spiritualism and
Russian Culture in the Age of Realism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you



have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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