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The Murthly Hours consists of two parts: a book of hours of the end of the thirteenth century preceded by
twenty-three slightly earlier miniatures of Old and New Testament scenes surviving from another book,
probably a psalter. It is therefore one of the earliest books of hours, written before the greater standardization
of text and decoration during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The book was a special commission and
reflects the interests and devotions of its first owner, a lady apparently from the Worcester area whose
portrait appears in one of the initials. The choice of feasts in the calendar and the choice of saints invoked in
the litany reflects the owner's taste. They show how the book was used and can tell us something about
secular devotions and literacy among the aristocracy in England and the West of Scotland in the later Middle
Ages. The book also contains the second oldest surviving pieces of Gaelic which can be said with certainty
to have been written in Scotland rather than in Ireland. They were written phonetically by someone not
trained to write Gaelic and one piece has been identified as a form of charm.

John Higgitt recounts the provenance of this magnificent work of medieval art and its recent rediscovery and
purchase by the National Library of Scotland. He discusses the writing, decoration, and style of illumination
and the particular influence of the Paris school on the manuscript artists. The author presents the first
interpretive study which will be of interest to historians of art, liturgy, and medieval literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Edmond:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the
Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) book is readable by simply you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with The
Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library
Studies in Medieval Culture) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library
Studies in Medieval Culture) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lauren Veach:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the
Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Dorothy Alvarez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and
Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) or others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Murthly
Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in
Medieval Culture) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

John Rivera:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but



nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the
Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.
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