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Americans imagined tea as central to their revolution. After years of colonial boycotts against the
commodity, the Sons of Liberty kindled the fire of independence when they dumped tea in the Boston harbor
in 1773. To reject tea as a consumer item and symbol of "taxation without representation" was to reject Great
Britain as master of the American economy and government. But tea played a longer and far more
complicated role in American economic history than the events at Boston suggest.

In The Trouble with Tea, historian Jane T. Merritt explores tea as a central component of eighteenth-century
global trade and probes its connections to the politics of consumption. Arguing that tea caused trouble over
the course of the eighteenth century in a number of different ways, Merritt traces the multifaceted impact of
that luxury item on British imperial policy, colonial politics, and the financial structure of merchant
companies. Merritt challenges the assumption among economic historians that consumer demand drove
merchants to provide an ever-increasing supply of goods, thus sparking a consumer revolution in the early
eighteenth century.

The Trouble with Tea reveals a surprising truth: that concerns about the British political economy, coupled
with the corporate machinations of the East India Company, brought an abundance of tea to Britain, causing
the company to target North America as a potential market for surplus tea. American consumers only slowly
habituated themselves to the beverage, aided by clever marketing and the availability of Caribbean sugar.
Indeed, the "revolution" in consumer activity that followed came not from a proliferation of goods, but
because the meaning of these goods changed. By the 1750s, British subjects at home and in America
increasingly purchased and consumed tea on a daily basis; once thought a luxury, tea had become a
necessity. This fascinating look at the unpredictable path of a single commodity will change the way readers
look at both tea and the emergence of America.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-
Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of
Philadelphia) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mary Oliveras:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-
Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of
Philadelphia) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book offers high quality.

Billie Sneed:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the
Eighteenth-Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library
Company of Philadelphia) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Mary Banks:

This The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy
(Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) is completely



new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global
Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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