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Mosaic has been called “painting for eternity,” and it is in fact one of the few arts of antiquity to survive in
something like its original condition and variety. Mosaic pavements with geometric and figural motifs first
appeared in Greece at the end of the fifth century BC and subsequently spread throughout the entire classical
world, from the palaces of the Greco-Bactrian rulers of present-day Afghanistan to the villas of Roman
Britain. Local workshops cultivated many distinctive regional styles, while traveling teams of Hellenistic
craftsmen produced figural mosaics of stunning refinement, often modeled after famous paintings; indeed,
their work constitutes one of our only records of classical Greek painting, which has been almost entirely
lost.

The styles and techniques of the ancient mosaicist’s art are given a concise yet authoritative exposition in the
first part of this handsome volume. The second, and larger, part conducts the reader on a chronological tour
of the most important centers of the art form’s development, from the Macedonian capital of Pella, whose
compositions in natural pebbles set a high artistic standard for mosaics at the very beginning of their history,
to the Basilica of San Vitale at Ravenna, whose wall and vault mosaics, with their glittering vision of a
triumphant Christianity, mark the transition between antiquity and the Middle Ages. Special attention is
given to Pompeii and its surroundings, where the eruption of Vesuvius in AD 79 preserved intact an
astonishing variety of mosaics, including such ambitious figural scenes as the famous Alexander mosaic,
composed of some four million miniscule tesserae, as well as characteristically Roman pavements in black
and white, and the brightly colored wall mosaics of garden grottoes.

Featuring more than two hundred newly commissioned photographs, Greek and Roman Mosaics is the first
survey of its subject to be illustrated in full color. It will be a necessary addition to every art lover’s library,
and a worthy companion to Abbeville’s Italian Mosaics: 300–1300.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Davisson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Greek and Roman Mosaics. You can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Greek and
Roman Mosaics. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mark Whitten:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Greek and Roman Mosaics is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Molly Salazar:

This Greek and Roman Mosaics are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Greek and Roman Mosaics can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Greek and Roman Mosaics
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Longo:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Greek and Roman Mosaics is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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