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“In the faculty of writing nonsense,” the English critic Walter Bagehot once observed, “stupidity is no match
for genius.” In Lives of the Mind, Roger Kimball, one of the best of our cultural critics, offers a lively and
penetrating study of genius?and pseudo-genius?at work and investigates the use and abuse of intelligence.
When does a love of ideas become a dangerous infatuation? What antidotes are there for the silliness of
unanchored intellect? Drawing on figures as various as Plutarch and Hegel, Kierkegaard and P. G.
Wodehouse, Elias Canetti and Anthony Trollope, Bagehot and Wittgenstein and Sybille Bedford, Mr.
Kimball provides a sharply observed tour of Western intellectual and artistic aspiration. He shows what
happens when intellect trumps common sense, and how an affirmation of shared values and ordinary reality
can rescue us from the temptations of the higher stupidity. Part cautionary tale, part literary celebration, Lives
of the Mind is a witty, deeply engaging guide for the perplexed. The New York Times Book Review has called
Mr. Kimball “a scathing critic but one whose tirades are usually justified....His intellectual rigor is
refreshing.” And Gertrude Himmelfarb has written: “His essays reflect a steadiness of mind, a coherence,
conviction, and passion that make him one of the most candid and perceptive critics of American culture.”
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of Intelligence from
Hegel to Wodehouse. Try to stumble through book Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of Intelligence
from Hegel to Wodehouse as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Eric McDonald:

This Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse are generally reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Lives of the Mind: The Use
and Abuse of Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of
Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Kenneth Allen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of
Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Arthur Johnson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of
Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel



happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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