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The goal of war is to defeat the enemy's will to fight. But how this can be accomplished is a thorny issue.
Nothing Less than Victory provocatively shows that aggressive, strategic military offenses can win wars and
establish lasting peace, while defensive maneuvers have often led to prolonged carnage, indecision, and
stalemate. Taking an ambitious and sweeping look at six major wars, from antiquity to World War II, John
David Lewis shows how victorious military commanders have achieved long-term peace by identifying the
core of the enemy's ideological, political, and social support for a war, fiercely striking at this objective, and
demanding that the enemy acknowledges its defeat.

Lewis examines the Greco-Persian and Theban wars, the Second Punic War, Aurelian's wars to reunify
Rome, the American Civil War, and the Second World War. He considers successful examples of
overwhelming force, such as the Greek mutilation of Xerxes' army and navy, the Theban-led invasion of the
Spartan homeland, and Hannibal's attack against Italy--as well as failed tactics of defense, including Fabius's
policy of delay, McClellan's retreat from Richmond, and Chamberlain's appeasement of Hitler. Lewis shows
that a war's endurance rests in each side's reasoning, moral purpose, and commitment to fight, and why an
effectively aimed, well-planned, and quickly executed offense can end a conflict and create the conditions
needed for long-term peace.

Recognizing the human motivations behind military conflicts, Nothing Less than Victory makes a powerful
case for offensive actions in pursuit of peace.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive
Wars and the Lessons of History will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Joshua Mack:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History.

Christopher Forney:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the book untitled Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History can
be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sylvia Langley:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Nothing Less than Victory:
Decisive Wars and the Lessons of History to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open
a book and study it. Beside that the guide Nothing Less than Victory: Decisive Wars and the Lessons of
History can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of



their time.
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