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Most readers are quite likely to have some basic information about St. Cyprian (d. 258), St. Ambrose (ca.
339-397) and St. Augustine (354-430). Fewer readers are likely to be equally informed about St. Anthony
(251?-356), St. Paul the Hermit (d. ca.340), St. Hilarion (ca. 291-371) and St. Epiphanius (438/439-496/497).
Perhaps hardly any reader is acquainted with the holy monk Malchus, presumably a contemporary of St.
Jerome (ca. 342-420) and son of a tenant farmer near Nisbis.

Most of the saints' lives presented here, though the volume is entitled Early Christian Biographies, belong in
reality to quite another category, hagiography. The primary requisite of this genre is to serve a religious
purpose: edification. Herein hagiography differs considerably from a modern critical biography which
demands historically verifiable events and accounts. Nevertheless the account of Malchus, as it is presented
in this volume, is unique. St. Jerome writes: "Drawn by curiosity I approached the man and inquired with
eager interest if there were any truth in what I had heard. He related the following story" (p. 288). If we may
take St. Jerome at his word, the Life of Malchus could well be an autobiography. In any event, many
generations have come to look upon these accounts as classics.
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From reader reviews:

Esmeralda Rossman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Early Christian Biographies: Lives of St.
Cyprian, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St. Anthony, St. Paul is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jordan Moore:

The book untitled Early Christian Biographies: Lives of St. Cyprian, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St.
Anthony, St. Paul contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice study.

Kathleen Dominguez:

You can find this Early Christian Biographies: Lives of St. Cyprian, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St.
Anthony, St. Paul by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Alberta Keyes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Early Christian Biographies: Lives of St. Cyprian, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St. Anthony, St. Paul.
You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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