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New York Times comedy critic Jason Zinoman delivers the definitive story of the life and artistic legacy of
David Letterman, the greatest television talk show host of all time and the signature comedic voice of a
generation.

In a career spanning more than thirty years, David Letterman redefined the modern talk show with an ironic
comic style that transcended traditional television. While he remains one of the most famous stars in
America, he is a remote, even reclusive, figure whose career is widely misunderstood. In Letterman, Jason
Zinoman, the first comedy critic in the history of the New York Times, mixes groundbreaking reporting with
unprecedented access and probing critical analysis to explain the unique entertainer’s titanic legacy. Moving
from his early days in Indiana to his retirement, Zinoman goes behind the scenes of Letterman’s television
career to illuminate the origins of his revolutionary comedy, its overlooked influences, and how his work
intersects with and reveals his famously eccentric personality.

Zinoman argues that Letterman had three great artistic periods, each distinct and part of his evolution. As he
examines key broadcasting moments—"Stupid Pet Tricks" and other captivating segments that defined Late
Night with David Letterman—he illuminates Letterman’s relationship to his writers, and in particular, the
show’s co-creator, Merrill Markoe, with whom Letterman shared a long professional and personal
connection.

To understand popular culture today, it’s necessary to understand David Letterman. With this revealing
biography, Zinoman offers a perceptive analysis of the man and the artist whose ironic voice and caustic
meta-humor was critical to an entire generation of comedians and viewers—and whose singular style
ushered in new tropes that have become clichés in comedy today.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Letterman: The Last Giant of Late
Night. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Justin Fernandez:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Robert Cobb:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night as the daily
resource information.

Jeannette Coleman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night.
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