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Why would Gustav Mahler (1860-1911), modernist titan and so-called prophet of the New Music, commit
himself time and again to the venerable sonata-allegro form of Mozart and Beethoven? How could so gifted
a symphonic storyteller be drawn to a framework that many have dismissed as antiquated and dramatically
inert? Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas offers a striking new take on this old dilemma. Indeed, it poses these
questions seriously for the first time. Rather than downplaying Mahler's sonata designs as distracting
anachronisms or innocuous groundplans, author Seth Monahan argues that for much of his career, Mahler
used the inner, goal-directed dynamics of sonata form as the basis for some of his most gripping symphonic
stories.

Laying bare the deeper narrative/processual grammar of Mahler's evolving sonata corpus, Monahan pays
particular attention to its recycling of large-scale rhetorical devices and its consistent linkage of tonal plot
and affect. He then sets forth an interpretive framework that combines the visionary insights of Theodor W.
Adorno-whose Mahler writings are examined here lucidly and at length-with elements of Hepokoski and
Darcy's renowned Sonata Theory. What emerges is a tensely dialectical image of Mahler's sonata forms, one
that hears the genre's compulsion for tonal/rhetorical closure in full collision with the spontaneous narrative
needs of the surrounding music and of the overarching symphonic totality. It is a practice that calls forth
sonata form not as a rigid mold, but as a dynamic process-rich with historical resonances and subject to a
vast range of complications, curtailments, and catastrophes.

With its expert balance of riveting analytical narration and thoughtful methodological reflection, Mahler's
Symphonic Sonatas promises to be a landmark text of Mahler reception, and one that will reward scholars
and students of the late-Romantic symphony for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music
Theory) as the daily resource information.

Willie Wilson:

This book untitled Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Fay Harris:

Often the book Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford
Studies in Music Theory) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

John Davis:

This Mahler's Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Mahler's
Symphonic Sonatas (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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