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A timeless tale of love, lust, and politics, Tosca is one of the most popular operas ever written. In Tosca's
Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio explores the surprising historical realities that lie behind Giacomo Puccini's
opera and the play by Victorien Sardou on which it is based.

By far the most "historical" opera in the active repertoire, Tosca is set in a very specific time and place:
Rome, from June 17 to 18, 1800. But as Nicassio demonstrates, history in Tosca is distorted by nationalism
and by the vehement anticlerical perceptions of papal Rome shared by Sardou, Puccini, and the librettists. To
provide the historical background necessary for understanding Tosca, Nicassio takes a detailed look at Rome
in 1800 as each of Tosca's main characters would have seen it—the painter Cavaradossi, the singer Tosca,
and the policeman Scarpia. Finally, she provides a scene-by-scene musical and dramatic analysis of the
opera.

"[Nicassio] must be the only living historian who can boast that she once sang the role of Tosca. Her deep
knowledge of Puccini's score is only to be expected, but her understanding of daily and political life in Rome
at the close of the 18th century is an unanticipated pleasure. She has steeped herself in the period and its
prevailing culture-literary, artistic, and musical-and has come up with an unusual, and unusually entertaining,
history."—Paul Bailey, Daily Telegraph

"In Tosca's Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio . . . orchestrates a wealth of detail without losing view of the
opera and its pleasures. . . . Nicassio aims for opera fans and for historians: she may well enthrall
both."—Publishers Weekly

"This is the book that ranks highest in my estimation as the most in-depth, and yet highly entertaining,
journey into the story of the making of Tosca."—Catherine Malfitano

"Nicassio's prose . . . is lively and approachable. There is plenty here to intrigue everyone-seasoned opera
lovers, musical novices, history buffs, and Italophiles."—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Tosca's Rome:
The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical
Perspectiveis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Joseph Jackson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
actually Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective.

Joan Marcial:

This Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective in your hand
like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Yvonne Tetrault:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown



up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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