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American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities chronicles the founding,
growth, and development of congregations that represent the diverse and complex reality of American local
religious cultures. Some, like Center Church in New Haven, trace their stories back to colonial times. Others,
like the Swaminarayan Hindu temple in suburban Chicago, are recent attempts to create local religious
worlds. Ranging from congregations of Lebanese Muslims in Northern Canada to Latter-day Saints in Salt
Lake City, the essays convey the distinctive character of each congregation and provide vivid evidence of the
importance of congregations in daily life.

"This study refreshingly illuminates [congregations'] strengths as places where the public and private lives of
their members meet in dynamic creativity and as havens of religious meaning and comfort in the midst of a
secular world."—Choice

"A major contribution to how debates about American religion will be framed in the years ahead. . . . In
giving us these case histories and a set of excellent interpretive essays, Wind and Lewis have reminded us
that American religion must be understood in its particular, local, gathered, human forms. They remind us
that congregations matter."—Nancy T. Ammerman, First Things

"Well-presented and engaging essays, by some of the foremost religious scholars working today, examining
the histories of twelve diverse religious institutions. . . . A fascinating and important social history of
religion."—Kirkus Reviews

"Scholarship and the religious traditions have been enriched by the labors of the Congregational History
Project. Theologically, its pioneering research invites us to examine ourselves."—Gabriel Fackre, Christian
Century
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this American Congregations,
Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Reuben Beaubien:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love American Congregations,
Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Marc Dean:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this American Congregations, Volume 1:
Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities as good book
not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by
its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ida Acord:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities



can make you really feel more interested to read.
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