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Each year, more than two million pilgrims from over 100 countries converge on the holy city of Mecca to
reenact the ritual dramas that Muslims have been performing for centuries. Making the hajj is one of the
most important duties in the life of a Muslim. The pilgrimage-and its impact on international politics-is
enormous and growing every year, yet Westerners know virtually nothing about it. What is the hajj and what
does it mean? Who are the hajjis? What do they do and say in Mecca and how do they interpret their
experiences? Who runs the hajj and what are their political objectives? How does the hajj encourage
international cooperation among Muslims and can it also promote harmony between Islam and the West? In
Guests of God, Robert R. Bianchi seeks to answer these and many other questions. While it is first and
foremost a religious festival, he shows, the hajj is also very much a political event. The Muslim world's
leading multinational organization, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, has established the first
international regime explicitly devoted to pilgrimage. Every large Muslim nation has developed a
comprehensive hajj policy and a powerful bureaucracy to enforce it. Yet, Bianchi argues, no authority-
secular or religious, national or international-can really control the hajj. Pilgrims believe that they are entitled
to travel freely to Mecca as "Guests of God"-not as guests of any nation or organization that might wish to
restrict or profit from their efforts to fulfill a fundamental religious obligation. Drawing on his personal
experience as a pilgrim and a wealth of data gathered over the course of ten years of research, Bianchi has
produced a fascinating look at the hajj filled with personal, candid stories from political and religious leaders
and hajjis from all walks of life. A wide-ranging study of Islam, politics, and power, Guests of God is the
most complete picture of the hajj available anywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic
World as the daily resource information.

Douglas Holmes:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic
World can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jerry Thomas:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition details. Even you love Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World, you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Macie Austin:

Guests of God: Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Guests of God:
Pilgrimage and Politics in the Islamic World but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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