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People have had trouble adapting to new technology ever since (perhaps) the inventor of the wheel had to
explain that a wheelbarrow could carry more than a person. This little book by a celebrated MIT professor --
the fiftieth anniversary edition of a classic -- describes how we learn to live and work with innovation. Elting
Morison considers, among other things, the three stages of users' resistance to change: ignoring it; rational
rebuttal; and name-calling. He recounts the illustrative anecdote of the World War II artillerymen who stood
still to hold the horses despite the fact that the guns were now hitched to trucks -- reassuring those of us who
have trouble with a new interface or a software upgrade that we are not the first to encounter such problems.

Morison offers an entertaining series of historical accounts to highlight his major theme: the nature of
technological change and society's reaction to that change. He begins with resistance to innovation in the
U.S. Navy following an officer's discovery of a more accurate way to fire a gun at sea; continues with
thoughts about bureaucracy, paperwork, and card files; touches on rumble seats, the ghost in Hamlet, and
computers; tells the strange history of a new model steamship in the 1860s; and describes the development of
the Bessemer steel process. Each instance teaches a lesson about the more profound and current problem of
how to organize and manage systems of ideas, energies, and machinery so that it will conform to the human
dimension.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Men, Machines and Modern Times has
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The book Men, Machines and Modern Times is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Men, Machines and Modern Times. You never sense
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Bryan Rodriguez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Men, Machines and
Modern Times book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kimberly Langdon:

The publication with title Men, Machines and Modern Times includes a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Morris Reyna:

Often the book Men, Machines and Modern Times has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning
this book.
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