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Gilbert Stuart was probably the most gifted American portraitist of the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth
centuries. Heis best known for his"Athenaeum" portrait of George Washington, which istoday a nationa
icon. In this book, Dorinda Evans combines awealth of origina insights with revealing new documentation
to present along-needed, scholarly treatment of Stuart's life and influential work.

Evans begins by tracing Stuart's early years and artistic beginnings in Rhode Island. She follows him to

L ondon, where he rose to prominence among such artistic luminaries as Sir Joshua Reynolds and Benjamin
West. She then examines his career in the United States, where he became the favored portraitist for the
country's leading citizens. In ng Stuart's artistic importance, Evans argues that his 1796 "Athenaeum”
portrait of Washington--the most recognized likeness of the president--was alandmark in the expression of
contemporary ideas about moral strength. More generally, she shows that Stuart's painting reflected a genius
for interpreting the sitter's personality and a growing awareness of painting's public role in conveying
uplifting messages about socia dignity and virtue. She challenges the view that his later paintings show a
decline, revealing many as concerned with expressing the human soul in afresh and naturalistic way.

Evans also explores Stuart's private life, discounting recent portrayals of him as an outcast and a confidence
trickster. She concludes that his notoriously erratic behavior, which veered from prolonged lethargy to
reckless activity and extravagance, was a sign of manic-depressive illness. Evans gathered information about
Stuart from awide variety of previously untapped sources, including unpublished interviews with the artist
that shed new light on controversies over his portraits of Washington and Thomas Jefferson. The book
presents not only Stuart's most famous pictures--including The Skater and his portraits of early American
presidents--but a'so many paintings never before published. Meticulously researched, elegantly written, and
richly illustrated, The Genius of Gilbert Suart will become the standard account of one of America's most
important early artists.
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From reader reviews:
James Ronquillo:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to apersonis
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Genius of Gilbert Stuart is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Clarence Cobb:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them isthis The
Genius of Gilbert Stuart.

Ophelia Ellis:

The reason why? Because this The Genius of Gilbert Stuart is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So, it isgood for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Bessie Scudder :

This The Genius of Gilbert Stuart is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within
it. Soif you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Genius
of Gilbert Stuart in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do
that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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