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A truly useful introduction to the Syriac language is a rare find. Honed by years of personal experience with
the language, George Kiraz's introduction to the ancient language of the Christian church speaks with clarity
and authority. This fruitful integration of scholarly introduction and practical application provides a primer
that is more than a simple grammar or syntactic introduction to the language. Written in a style designed for
beginners, Kiraz avoids technical language and strives for a reader-friendly inductive approach. The letters
are introduced a few at a time and are reviewed in a way that reinforces their identity. Students are next
introduced to the concepts of gender, number, and tense as well as how they appear in Syriac. The often
troubling prefixes and suffixes of the language are lucidly explained, and readings from actual Syriac texts
allow the student to experience the language first hand. Various genres and literary forms are introduced in
this section. Bonus words are added at each stage to build an effective vocabulary as the reader works
through the lessons. Next the grammar proper is introduced with the phonology and parts of speech of the
language. Both Estrangelo and the East Syriac scripts are presented in a separate chapter, in order to avoid
confusion. Unlike most grammars, the primer includes a practical chapter on how to use Syriac dictionaries,
read manuscripts, and type Syriac on the computer using Meltho. A section on reading Garshuni, Syriac
written in Arabic script, rounds out the main text. Appendices of the verbal paradigms make this very
practical introduction a must-have for any beginner in Syriac. Glossaries of grammatical terms and Syriac-
English comparisons make this book ideal for a textbook in beginning Syriac. The book comes with
downloadable material so that readers may listen to all reading sentences and text passages in the book.
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From reader reviews:

James Drennan:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to
The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac
Language (Gorgias Handbooks). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need
to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Coralee Lowe:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The
Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Dominique Rigney:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The New
Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks), you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
e-book.

Lisa Westra:

The e-book untitled The New Syriac Primer: An Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks)
is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The New Syriac Primer: An
Introduction to The Syriac Language (Gorgias Handbooks) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy



free time.
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