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A Taste for the Foreign examines foreignness as a crucial aesthetic category for the development of prose
fiction from Jacques Amyot's 1547 translation of The Ethiopian Story to Antoine Galland's early eighteenth-
century version of The Thousand and One Nights. While fantastic storylines and elements of magic were
increasingly shunned by a neo-classicist literary culture that valued verisimilitude above all else, writers and
critics surmised that the depiction of exotic lands could offer a superior source for the novelty, variety, and
marvelousness that constituted fiction's appeal. In this sense, early modern fiction presents itself as
privileged site for thinking through the literary and cultural stakes of exoticism, or the taste for the foreign.
Long before the term "exoticism" came into common parlance in France, fiction writers thus demonstrated
their understanding of the special kinds of aesthetic pleasure produced by evocations of foreignness,
developing techniques to simulate those delights through imitations of the exotic. As early modern readers
eagerly consumed travel narratives, maps, and international newsletters, novelists discovered ways to blur
the distinction between true and imaginary representations of the foreign, tantalizing readers with an illusion
of learning about the faraway lands that captured their imaginations.
This book analyzes the creative appropriations of those scientific or documentary forms of writing that
claimed to inform the French public about exotic places. Concentrating on the most successful examples of
some of the most important sub-genres of prose fiction in the long seventeenth century?heroic romances,
shorter urban novels, fictional memoirs, and extraordinary voyages?the book examines how these types of
fiction creatively appropriate the scientific or documentary forms of writing that claimed to inform the
French public about exotic places.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Obrien:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book A Taste for the Foreign: Worldly Knowledge and
Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction has been making you to know about other knowledge and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication A Taste for the
Foreign: Worldly Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book A Taste for the Foreign:
Worldly Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction. You never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Summer McGaugh:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and A Taste for the Foreign: Worldly
Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A Taste for
the Foreign: Worldly Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Ola Hellman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book A
Taste for the Foreign: Worldly Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning



something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra A
Taste for the Foreign: Worldly Knowledge and Literary Pleasure in Early Modern French Fiction.
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